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MEMORANDUM 

 
From: Joseph A. Levitt 

Leigh G. Barcham 
 
Date: March 1, 2017 
 
Re: Executive Order Directs Agencies on Enforcing Regulatory Reform Agenda  
 
On February 24, President Donald J. Trump issued an Executive Order 13777 directing federal 
agencies on how to implement the administration’s recent regulatory reform initiatives.  The order 
directs each agency to identify a Regulatory Reform Officer (RRO), who will chair a Regulatory 
Reform Task Force for the agency.  The RROs and Task Forces will evaluate existing regulations 
and make recommendations regarding whether a regulation should be repealed, replaced, or 
modified.  The order directs agencies to consider the regulation identified by the Task Forces as 
outdated, unnecessary, or ineffective when implementing the regulatory offsets required under 
Executive Order 13771, which established the requirement that the costs of each new regulation 
must be offset by the repeal of two existing regulations. 
 
Duties of the Regulatory Reform Officer 
 
Within 60 days, the heads of each agency are directed to designate an agency official as its RRO.  
The RRO will be responsible for overseeing the implementation of regulatory reform initiatives, 
including Executive Order 13771, which requires that for each new regulation issued, the costs of 
the regulation must be offset by the repeal of two existing regulations and also calls for setting an 
annual cap on the cost of new regulations.  The RRO also will oversee the agency’s implementation 
of Executive Order 12866 (Regulatory Planning and Review), Executive Order 13563 (Improving 
Regulation and Regulatory Review), and the termination of programs, guidance, memoranda, rule 
interpretations, and similar documents that are rescinded.   
 
Regulatory Reform Task Forces 
 
Unless the agency head decides otherwise, the RRO also will chair a Regulatory Reform Task Force 
for each agency, which will include the agency’s Regulatory Policy Officer designated under 
Executive Order 12866, a representative from the agency’s central policy office, and, for agencies 
listed in 31 U.S.C. 901(b)(1) (which includes the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)), at least three additional senior agency officials. 
 
Each Task Force will be responsible for evaluating existing regulations as defined in Executive Order 
13771 (i.e., rules and some guidance documents) and making recommendations to their respective 
agency heads regarding regulations that should be repealed, replaced, or modified.  The order 
directs the Task Forces to identify regulations that: (1) eliminate jobs or inhibit job creation; (2) are 
outdated, unnecessary, or ineffective; (3) impose costs that exceed benefits; (4) create serious 
inconsistency or otherwise interfere with regulatory reform initiatives and policies; (5) are 
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inconsistent with the requirements of section 515 of the Treasury and General Government 
Appropriations Act and guidance issued pursuant to the Act concerning the quality, objectivity, utility, 
and integrity of statistical information disseminated by federal agencies; and (6) derive from or 
implement Executive Orders or other presidential directives that have been rescinded or 
substantially modified.  As part of their evaluations, the Task Forces must seek input from entities 
significantly affected by federal regulations, including state and local governments, small 
businesses, consumers, non-governmental organizations, and trade associations.   
 
The order also directs that those regulations identified by the Task Forces as outdated, 
unnecessary, or ineffective should be prioritized by agencies when they are implementing the 
regulatory offsets required for new regulations, as required by Executive Order 13711. 
 
Note it is not clear if “agency” here refers only to a department (e.g., HHS and USDA) or includes 
regulatory agencies (e.g., Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS)).  It is highly likely, however, that this activity will occur at both levels, with the food 
regulatory agencies having their own Regulatory Reform Task Forces that report up through their 
respective departments. 
 

*    *   * 
 
We will continue to monitor the Trump administration’s actions and developing policy agenda.  
Please contact us if you have any questions. 
 


